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Swansea Lord Mayor’s Regatta
25th and 26th April 2026
Notice of Race 

The Organising Authority is the Bristol Channel Yacht Club.
1. RULES
1.1. The event is governed by: 
1.1.1. the rules as defined in The Racing Rules of Sailing 2025-2028 and
1.1.2. the National Authority (RYA) prescriptions that can be found at https://www.rya.org.uk/racing/rules
1.1.3. the IRC rules, 2026, parts A, B and C for boats competing in the IRC division.
1.2. Boats shall also abide by:
1.2.1. the RYA Racing Charter, which can be found in the RYA rule book (Racing Rules of Sailing 2025-28) and at https://www.rya.org.uk/racing/rules/racing-charter ; and
1.2.2. the byelaws and regulations of ABP Swansea and ABP Port Talbot, as applicable.
1.3. The Notice of Race can be changed by amendment or by the Sailing Instructions. In the event of a conflict, the Sailing Instructions (SIs) shall prevail. This changes RRS 63.7.
1.4. The Official Notice Board will be the BCYC website at https://www.bcyc.co.uk/sailing/swansea-bay-lord-mayors-regatta-2026/ 
1.5. The Racing fleet must have at least two boats registered and willing to race.
1.6. An engine may only be used for propulsion to recover a man over-board, to render assistance, or in any other grave emergency, but may be subject to protest. Full details must be reported on the race declaration. Any time penalty or disqualification will be at the discretion of the Protest Committee. This changes RRS 42.
2. SAILING INSTRUCTIONS
2.1. The Sailing Instructions will be available prior to 20:00 on 10th April 2025 and published at www.BCYC.co.uk/sailing/swansea-bay-lord-mayors-regatta-2026/
2.2. Any revisions to the Sailing Instructions will be published at BCYC.co.uk and the event WhatsApp community which you can register for at: https://chat.whatsapp.com/KTW6WEKDCLoD9I8h8fembd 
3. COMMUNICATION
3.1. All boats shall carry a Marine VHF radio and monitor the appropriate channel as defined in the SIs at all times while competing.
3.2. While racing, except in an emergency, a boat shall not make voice or data transmissions and shall not receive voice or data communication that is not available to all boats. Any competitor transmissions on channels used by the race committee shall be limited to those pertaining to the race(s) taking place at the time.
3.3. On the water, the race committee may make courtesy broadcasts to competitors on VHF radio. The channel will be stated in the SIs.
3.4. Announcements of any notices published on the official noticeboard will be made in the WhatsApp community.
4. ELIGIBILITY AND ENTRY
4.1. The regatta is open to IRC and YTC rated self-righting yachts. Boats may enter with an IRC or YTC rating, and will be scored accordingly in the IRC or YTC division.
4.2. Boats may enter the event by registering using the online entry form (Full URL https://forms.gle/CqKuT8LkzNs2HEJP7 )
4.3. Entry will close on 20th April 2026
5. FEES
5.1. There is no fee to enter the event, which is supported by the City and County of Swansea.
6. CLASS RULES
6.1. Class rules do not apply
7. ADVERTISING 
7.1. Advertising is permitted in accordance with World Sailing Regulation 20.
7.2. Boats may be required to display advertising chosen and supplied by the organising authority.
7.3. By registering for the event, competitors grant the Organising Authority, event sponsors and their agents without payment the right in perpetuity to make, use and show any motion pictures, still pictures and live, recorded video of, or relating to the competitors, unless otherwise advised in writing prior to the Regatta.
8. RATING AND MEASUREMENT CERTIFICATES
8.1. Boats participating in the YTC division must have a valid 2026 YTC certificate, which they may apply for online using the procedure set out within the YTC website (www.ytc.rorcrating.com).
8.2. Boats participating in the IRC division must have a valid 2026 IRC certificate.	
8.3. Ratings and electronic copies of rating certificates for the divisions a boat will compete in must be provided at the time of entry. The OA must be advised of any subsequent change to the boat’s rating by 17:00 on the 22nd April 2026.
8.4. 3.4 Any boat intending to compete in the YTC division in a white sails configuration shall make this known to the OA at the time of entry.
9. SCHEDULE
9.1. Registration will take place using Channel 37.
9.2. Number of races
	Date
	Races per day
Scheduled
	Races per day
Maximum

	Saturday 25th April 2026
	3
	3

	Sunday 26th April 2025
	2
	3


9.3. The scheduled start time of the first race on the 25th of April is 11:00. 
9.4. The scheduled start time of the first race on 26th May is 11:00.
9.5. The first warning signal of each day’s racing will not be earlier than 5 minutes before the scheduled start time.
9.6. Scheduled starts of the first races may be amended to later times by the SIs or amendments to this NoR.
10. EQUIPMENT INSPECTION
10.1. There is no scheduled equipment inspection or event measurement.
11. VENUE
11.1. Race headquarters and the venue for social events will be the Bristol Channel Yacht Club
11.2. Racing will take place within Swansea Bay and its environs. An indicative map is available in Appendix 1.
12. COURSE
12.1. The course, marks and number of laps will be detailed in the Sailing Instructions.
12.2. Racing will be in two fleets: IRC and YTC. Starts and courses may be separate or combined at the RC’s discretion.
13. PENALTY SYSTEM 
13.1. RRS 44.1 is changed so that the Two-Turns Penalty is replaced by the One-Turn Penalty.
13.2. A boat that may have broken a rule of RRS Part 2 or RRS 31 may, after finishing the race concerned and before the start of the first related protest hearing, notify the RC that she accepts a 30% scoring place penalty as stated in rule 44.3(c), except that the minimum penalty is two places provided that does not result in a score worse than DNF.
13.3. Penalties arising from protests will be at the discretion of the Protest Committee and may be less than disqualification. This changes RRS 64.2.
14. SCORING
14.1. RRS 90.3e shall apply
14.2. RRS Appendix A rule 5.3 shall apply
14.3. The IRC and YTC divisions will be individually scored according to the low points scoring system of RRS Appendix A.
14.4. The 2026 Lord Mayor’s Regatta is being used to explore the possibility of producing mixed divisions results in future years and will attempt to produce an overall result. The overall results for the regatta will be determined by scoring all races in each of the IRC and YTC divisions using the CHIPS3 formula. The formula will be applied to the corrected time positions of each boat in each race determined as above, to obtain a series IRC/YTC score weighted according to fleet size. The number of participating boats used in the formula will be the number from which entries are received and not retracted by the entry deadline.
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and further information about it may be found at https://www.gbr420.uk/assets/uploads/All_about_CHIPS.pdf 
15. SUPPORT PERSON VESSELS
15.1. Support person vessels shall not be allowed
16. DATA PROTECTION
16.1. The personal information you provide to the OA will be used to facilitate your participation in the event. If you have agreed to be bound by the Racing Rules of Sailing and the other rules that govern the event (the rules), the legal basis for processing that personal information is contract. If you are not bound by the rules, the legal basis for processing that personal information is legitimate interest. Your personal information will be stored and used in accordance with the organizing authority’s privacy policy. When required by the rules, personal information may be shared with the RYA and/or World Sailing. The results of the event and the outcome of any hearing or appeal may be published.
17. RISK STATEMENT
17.1. RRS 3 states: ‘The responsibility for a boat’s decision to participate in a race or to continue to race is hers alone.’ By participating in this event each competitor agrees and acknowledges that sailing is a potentially dangerous activity with inherent risks. These risks include strong winds and rough seas, sudden changes in weather, failure of equipment, boat handling errors, poor seamanship by other boats, loss of balance on an unstable platform and fatigue resulting in increased risk of injury. Inherent in the sport of sailing is the risk of permanent, catastrophic injury or death by drowning, trauma, hypothermia, or other causes.
18.  INSURANCE 
18.1. Each participating boat shall be insured with valid third-party liability insurance with a minimum cover of £2,000,000 per incident or the equivalent
19. PRIZES
19.1. The Swansea Bay and Bristol Channel Cup will be awarded for the first placed boat in the IRC division, and the Dunraven Rose Bowl for the first placed boat in the YTC division Additional prizes may be awarded at the discretion of the event sponsors and Race Officer
19.2. Additional prizes may be awarded at the discretion of the event sponsors and Race Officer.
20. FURTHER INFORMATION
20.1. Contact Details
The Rear Commodore,
	Bristol Channel Yacht Club
	744 Mumbles Rd
	Mumbles
	Swansea
	SA3 4EL
BCYCRearCommodore@gmail.com 
20.2. MOORING
20.2.1. Swansea Bay has good holding for anchoring but is open to wind from the South and East. Visitors’ berths are available at Swansea Marina http://www.swanseamarina.org.uk/visitors  Please mention your entry to the regatta when enquiring. 
20.2.2. Races will be scheduled according to predicted tides with a view to allowing timely transit through the Tawe barrage. However, advertised lock opening times may affect the schedule and it is each boat's responsibility to ensure adequate water for safe transit in and out of the lock.
20.3. SOCIAL ACTIVITIES
20.3.1.1. All competitors are welcome as guests of BCYC throughout the regatta
20.3.1.2. Saturday 25th April: Band night at the BCYC
20.3.1.3. Sunday 26th April: The Presentations accompanied by a complimentary meal, for competitors, will be held at the Bristol Channel Yacht Club following completion of the racing on Sunday 26th April . Information regarding spectator meals and how to book can be found at Swansea Bay Lord Mayor's Regatta 2026 - Bristol Channel Yacht Club (Full URL www.bcyc.co.uk/sailing/swansea-bay-lord-mayors-regatta-2026/ )


The Bristol Channel Yacht Club would like to thank our 2026 sponsors:
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